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It is often helpful if activities of this kind can be spotted in advance. 


ZiZ “““ Tobacco Men Lash Tax Proposal; 
^J^,”w 9 ° rk 1 Bill Gets No Support at Hearing 


By DAVID COOPER. 

Folks connected with tobacco—, 
enough of 'em to overflow the 
Highway Building auditorium — 
yesterday smoked over and ver¬ 
bally chewed up a proposed bill 
taxing tobacco products. 

So strongly did they put their 
ease that at the end of a Joint 
Finance Committee public hear¬ 
ing on the bill, one of its intro¬ 
ducers, Rep. John McLaughlin of 
Iredell commented: 

“My name’s on that bin, but 
that doesn’t mean I have to vote 
for it.’* 

McLaughlin said he had signed 
the bill, which was estimated to 
bring in an extra J14.000.000 in 
tax revenue, at the request of 
its other introducer, Rep. J, 
Thurston Arledge of Polk. 


| He told those present opposing 
the bill that he might be wrong 
in his views and, "I’m more con¬ 
vinced I am wrong after hearing 
these distinguished gentlemen to¬ 
day.’* 

But McLaughlin did say he con¬ 
siders tobacco a luxury item and 
that if the State has to find 
additional revenue, “I’d rather 
tax a luxury item than food.” 

The big committee heard from 
six representatives, several of 
them former legislators, of to¬ 
bacco fanners who oppose the 
measure. 

Carl T. Hicks, president of the 
Tobacco Growers’ Information 
Committee called the bill “un¬ 
just'" “It discriminates against a 
single farm commodity with an 
Additional tax,’’ he said. 


Hicks said that tobacco taxes in ; 
other states have “changed snook- | 
ing and sales patterns.” Tobacco i 
farmers are still trying to recover i 
from the cancer scare of several j: 
years ago, he asserted. 

Travelers through the State 
contribute a lot in tobacco re¬ 
venue, Hicks said, revenue which 
would be driven into Virginia 
“where there is no State 
cigarette or tobacco tax’* if the 
hill passes. 

“Travelers quickly learn of 
areas where nuisance taxes are 
levied,” he remarked. 

Three-Cent Tax. 

The bill would levy a three- 
cent tax on each pack of ciga¬ 
rettes and half a cent on cigars, 
weighing less than three pounds 
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Skull Urged 
As Label on 
Cigarets 

vUMcJite* Pt€U. 

PIERRE, S. Dak., Jan. 9.^ 
Clgaret packages would' be 
lebeled with skull and cross 
hones under a bill introduced 
in the South Dakota Legisla¬ 
ture yesterday. The grim 
measure was introduced, to 
apparent seriousness, by Sen. 
Don Stransky (D), Chamber¬ 
lain, S. Dak. hotel man and a 
smoker. 

Sen. Stransky’s bill would 
change the South Dakota cig- 
aret tax-stamp law to .read: 
.“The stamp or imprint re¬ 
quired herein must be in the 
form of a skull and cross- 
bones and shall include the 
words “the use of this product 
la not recommended by the 
state of South Dakota. The 
use -thereof may. cause death 
from cancer or heart dis¬ 
ease.’ ’* 

■ Spokesmen for the tobacco 
Industry could not be reached 
Immediately for comment 
However, the Tobacco Indus¬ 
try Research Committee main¬ 
tains that scientists have nev- 
Hnked with lung cancer or 
heart disease. * 
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Proposed By Five States 

Cancer Labeling 
Worries Leafmen 


. WINSTON-SALEM (AP) — To-iarette smokers; and the North 


bacco growers are becoming 
alarmed about a growing move¬ 
ment among state legislatures to 
label tobacco products as cancer- 
: producing agents. 

i At least five states have intro¬ 
duced such proposals. 

- South Dakota legislators were 
the first to consider requiring a 
skull and crossbones on cigarette 
packages and a warning that 
| smoking may induce lung cancer, 
jl State, agricultural and some in¬ 
dustrial leaders in the South fired 
; messages of complaint to the 
(South Dakota legislators, and 
■some hints of reprisal against 1 
;South Dakota products. After pass- 
[ing the Senate, the measure was 
[killed in the House. 

• Utah quickly followed . with a 
similar measure and others have 
been proposed in the legislatures 
of Massachusetts, New York and 
. Missouri j 

ii In addition, the Ohio legislature 
'received a House resolution which 
asks the state public health direc- 1 
tor to investigate reports relating 
Jo deaths from cancer among cig- 


: Dakota legislature received a bill 
;which would bar radio and tele¬ 
vision advertising of cigarettes, 
tobacco and alcoholic beverages 
in connection with any sports pro¬ 
gram in the state. 

| The intent of the legislative pro- 
•posals, as complied by the Tobac¬ 
co Growers Information Commit¬ 
tee here: 

Massachusetts—Would require 
[labeling of cigarettes to show tar 
and nicotine content and this in¬ 
scription: “May induce cancer of 
the lungs.** 

, New York—Would require a can¬ 
cer warning label and aninscrip- 
tion! saying that 1 cancer ' occurs 
Vnore frequently among excessive 
Smokers than among more moder¬ 
ate smokers or among non-smok¬ 
ers. 

Missouri — Would ^require that 
cigarettes and cigars carry this 
'label: “Constant and excessive 
■smoking may cause lung cancer.” 

- Utah—Would require a skull and 
cross bones label on tabacco prod¬ 
ucts and this inscription: "Con¬ 
tents of'this package contain poi¬ 
sonous ingredients." 
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